Holy Communion for
Palm Sunday
Blessed is the king
who comes in the name of the Lord!

Welcome to worship today
The Lord be with you
And also with you
Living God, we bring you our ‘hosannas’ –
for you are an almighty God.
We bring you our ‘alleluias’ –
for you are a wonderful God.
We bring you our dreams –
for you are a faithful God.
We bring you our discipleship –
for you are an encouraging God.
We bring you our hearts –
for you are a loving God in whom we can trust. Amen.
Hymn
We remain standing

Hosanna to the Son of David.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Behold your king comes to you, O Zion,
meek and lowly, sitting upon an ass.
Ride on in the cause of truth
and for the sake of justice.
Your throne is the throne of God, it endures for ever; and the sceptre of your
kingdom is a righteous sceptre. You have loved righteousness and hated evil.
Therefore God, your God, has anointed you
with the oil of gladness above your fellows.
Hosanna to the Son of David.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, during Lent we have been preparing by
works of love and self- sacrifice for the celebration of our Lord’s death and
resurrection. Today we come together to begin this solemn celebration in union
with the Church throughout the world. Christ enters his own city to complete
his work as our Saviour, to suffer, to die, and to rise again. Let us go with him in
faith and love, so that, united with him in his sufferings, we may share his risen
life.

The people hold up palms or branches while this prayer is said by the president
God our Saviour, whose Son Jesus Christ entered Jerusalem as Messiah to suffer
and to die; let these palms be for us signs of his victory and grant that we who
bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way
that leads to eternal life; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Hosanna to the Son of David.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The Palm Gospel
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark
Glory to you, O Lord
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to them, ‘Go into the
village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a
colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you,
“Why are you doing this?” just say this, “The Lord needs it and will send it back
here immediately.”’ They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside
in the street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to them,
‘What are you doing, untying the colt?’ They told them what Jesus had said; and
they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw
their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road,
and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields.
Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting, ‘Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming
kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!’
This is Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

A prayer of confession
We are sorry, Lord Jesus, for the moments
when our hosannas are loud but lacking in love,
when we chase the lure of worldly power,
but miss the signs of heavenly glory
when we choose popularity over integrity,
when we would silence those who speak the truth
and are silent when we could speak out.
Forgive us, and inspire our steps as we follow you to the Cross…
and beyond. Amen.
Assurance of forgiveness
God of all that is,
your power is both mighty and vulnerable,
and you both judge and forgive.
Your son is both King and servant,
and he both teaches and serves.
You hear our words and you understand our silence
and you both accept and inspire.
Loving God,
thank you for this day,
for this journey,
and for your Son who draws us closer to you. Amen.
The Collect
Almighty and everlasting God,
who in your tender love towards mankind
sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ
to take upon him our flesh
and to suffer death upon the cross:
grant that we may follow the example
of his patience and humility,
and also be made partakers of his resurrection;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Hymn
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N
Glory to you, O Lord.
At the end
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
Prayers of Intercession
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour,
Jesus Christ. Amen
The Liturgy of the Sacrament
The Peace
Once we were far off, but now in union with Christ Jesus we have been brought
near through the shedding of Christ’s blood, for he is our peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
Hymn
Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
For as the time of his passion
and resurrection draws near
the whole world is called to acknowledge
his hidden majesty.
The power of the life-giving cross
reveals the judgement that has come upon the world
and the triumph of Christ crucified.
He is the victim who dies no more,
the Lamb once slain, who lives for ever,
our advocate in heaven to plead our cause,
exalting us there to join with angels and archangels,
for ever praising you and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,
and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.

Jesus Christ is Lord:
Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free.
You are the Saviour of the world.
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once
for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection
and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
As we offer you this our sacrifice
of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.
Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of [N and] all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world: give us your peace.
Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave
for you, and his blood which he said for you. Eat and drink in remembrance that
he died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
Communion is shared
Almighty God,
whose most dear Son went not up to joy
but first he suffered pain,
and entered not into glory before he was crucified:
mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross,
may find it none other than the way of life and peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.
Notices
Hymn

May God grant you
exuberance of the Palm Sunday crowd,
and the humility of Jesus riding a donkey;
the energy and excitement of the crowd,
and the calm holiness of Jesus;
the expectation of the crowd,
and the understanding heart of Jesus
who journeyed to Jerusalem for love of us all,
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

